
MATH 320 - History of Mathematics
Summer 2010

Instructor: Sunil Chebolu, Stevenson 303B, schebol@ilstu.edu, 309-438-
3893.

Class time and place: MTWR 340 - 610 PM in STV 325

Webpage: http://www.math.ilstu.edu/schebol/teaching/320-10.html
I will post announcements, reading assignments, homework problems, and

some useful links on this homepage. So make sure you check it regularly.

Textbook: A history of Mathematics: An introduction by Victor Katz, 3rd
edition, 2008

Office hours: 2:30 - 3:30 MW. You can also make an appointment to see
me at other times, or try dropping by my office.

Course content: This course is an introduction to some of the early his-
tory of mathematics. We will see the gradual evolution of mathematics in
various civilisations of the world: Greeks, Romans, Indians, Chinese, Me-
dieval Europe and the Newtonian Era. We also study the history of some of
the great mathematical heros of these civilisations. what is the motivation
for mathematical invention? how is mathematics influenced by the social
and economic conditions of the society? how is mathematics from one gen-
eration passed to a later generation? what is the role of mathematics in the
real world? how does mathematics interact with other fields such as physics
and astronomy? These are some of the questions which we will address in
this course.

Course Format: The best way to learn mathematics is to “do” mathe-
matics, and the best way to learn the history of mathematics is to “read”
the history of mathematics. Therefore your biggest task in this course will
be reading. This is not a trivial job and you have to take it very seriously.
The reading assignments will be posted on the class homepage and should
be completed before the next scheduled meeting. The sessions will be very
informal and interactive. In particular your participation is very important
in the discussions in class which will be based on the reading assignment.
When you read the relevant parts of the book, you should make notes, com-
ments, and questions for the classroom discussions.

Homework: In addition to the daily reading assignment, there will also be
exercises assigned on a weekly basis. These problems will be posted on the
class homepage.

Paper: Each student should pick a topic of his or her interest in the history
of mathematics and do some research on it and write up a short paper
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(about 5 pages) on your investigations. I can give you suggestions for topics
to choose, and instruction on writing this paper will be given later. The
paper will be due in the last week of classes.

Final: There will be one final exam. It will be based on the material
covered, classroom discussions, and exercises from the book.

Grading: The final grade will be a weighted average of the class participa-
tion credit, homeworks, paper and the final. Here are the weights:

(1) Class participation – 25%
(2) Homework – 25%
(3) Paper – 20
(4) Final – 30%

Note: If you come to all classes and don’t really participate, you may not
get any credit.

General rules: Attending lectures is incredibly important. If you start
skipping lectures, very soon you may find yourself at sea, so please be
warned. Never hesitate to interrupt me during the lecture for questions.
You should participate in the discussions and debates in class. Finally, I
will be most comfortable if you can call me “Sunil” – my first name.

GOOD LUCK!


